
Running your own Swishing Event 

 

Want to update your wardrobe then why not run a swishing event with your friends or 

even workplace.  

It’s quite easy to organise your own swishing event, it can be as big or small as you 

want.  

This information sheet offers tips on how to run your own event, it is by no means a 

definitive list and you may like to try out your own ideas.  

Step 1 – Planning 

How big do you want your event to be? This will determine the type of venue you 

may want. Also think about how many people you would like to invite. Don’t forget 

then to pick your date.  

Step 2 – Publicity 

Now you need to let people know where and when your event will be taking place. 

Don’t forget to let them know what they need to bring and what the rules are. It’s 

always best to give people plenty of notice, so that they have a chance to go through 

their wardrobe and find items to swap. You could do personal invites to smaller 

groups or advertise your event with posters and leaflets – although this can be 

costly.  

Let us know about your event, we may be able to assist with posters and publicity.  

Contact us at lovesolihull@solihull.gov.uk  

    

How swishing works 

You will need to decide how the swapping will work. You can develop some kind of 

‘currency’ for example giving one token per donated item and then swappers have to 

‘pay’ one token per item taken. You could ‘price’ items depending on quality and 

type, although this can become complicated.  

It might be easier to ask people to drop off items in advance so you can have a 

chance to display them before the event commences.  

On the day, set everything up and don’t let anyone take anything until the event 

starts. You could display items in sizes, shoes, handbags or ladies, men or children. 

Once the event opens, people are free to browse and then choose what they want. 

They can then use their swishing ‘currency’ for the items ‘purchased’. 

 

mailto:lovesolihull@solihull.gov.uk


Rules 

You can set your own rules but here are some which can help you start off: 

1. Everyone must bring at least one item of quality, shoes, clothing or 

accessories. One token to be issued per item.  

2. Please drop off items to be prior to the event to: insert date, time and place 

3. As soon as the event is declared open, everyone may choose what they want 

4. No item can be claimed prior to the event 

5. Item’s should be ‘purchased’ using the token, at the exit desk 

6. Any items left over will be donated to insert charity. If you want to take back 

your items you will need to have spare tokens 

 

Volunteers and Helpers 

Depending on the size of your event you may need to enlist some volunteers or 

helpers to help run the event.  

Leftovers 

There may be some leftovers following the event. You will need to decide what to do 

with these items. An idea might be to donate them to a charity.  

Adding a twist to your swish 

Fancy doing a swishing event with a twist, why not have one with wine and nibbles. 

Or how about a school uniform swap at school. The possibilities are endless.  

Disclaimer 

Persons taking part in the swap shop do so at their own risk. Solihull Council accepts 

no responsibility for items swapped and gives no warranty as to the condition, 

suitability or background of any of the items being swapped. Please take all 

reasonable measure to check the condition, suitability and background of any item 

being swapped for your own protection. Solihull Council accepts no liability for any 

claim or loss resulting from any transaction taking place at the swapping event/swap 

shop.  

We recommend that a sign displaying similar information replacing Solihull Council’s 

details with that of your own organization is displayed clearly at your event.  


